397.   SPEECH AT UNTOUCHABILITY CONFERENCE,
BELGAUM
{December 27, 1924]
The following is a free rendering of Mr. Gandhi's speech at the Untouch-
ability Conference held at Belgaum during the Congress week:
FRIENDS,
It was hardly necessary to ask me to express my views on the
subject of untouchability. I have declared times without number
from various public platforms that it is the prayer of my heart
that if I should fail to obtain moksha in this very birth I might be
born a Bhangi in my next. I believe in varnashraina both according
to birth and to karma. But I do not regard Bhangis as in any
sense a low order. On the contrary I know many Bhangis who are
worthy of reverence. On the other hand there are Brahmins go-
ing about whom it would be very difficult to regard with any
reverence. Holding these views, therefore, if there is a rebirth in
store for me, I wish to be born a pariah in the midst of pariahs,
because thereby I would be able to render more effective service to
them and also be in a better position to plead with other com-
munities on their behalf.
But just as I do not want the so-called touchables to des-
pise the untouchables, so also I do not Want the latter to enter-
tain any feeling of hatred and ill will towards the former. I do not
Want them to wrest their rights by violence as is done in the West.
The trend of world opinion is against such violence. I can clearly
see a time coming in the world when it will be impossible to secure
rights by arbitrament of force, so I tell my untouchable brethren
today as I tell the Government, that if they resort to force for the
attainment of their purpose they shall certainly fail.
I want to uplift Hinduism. I regard the untouchables as an
integral part of the Hindu community. I am pained when I see
a single Bhangi driven out of the fold of Hinduism, But do not
believe that all class distinctions can be obliterated. I believe in
the doctrine of equality as taught by Lord Krishna in the Gita.
The Gita teaches us that members of all the four castes should be
treated on an equal basis. It does not prescribe the same dharma
for the Brahmin as for the Bhangi. But it insists that the latter
shall be entitled to the same measure of consideration and es-
teem as the former with all his superior learning. It is therefore